
The next big event we are plan-

ning is our Annual conference. 

It is shaping up to be one of our 

best conferences ever. Every 

year the board strives to bring 

quality educational offerings 

and networking opportunities.  

This year we will be celebrating 

our 25th year of excellence in 

education. So mark your calen-

dars for the dates of April 18th-

20 th at the Lake Mary Marriott. 

You wonôt want to miss it. I 

promise! I leave you with this 

thought.   

To give real service you must 

add something which cannot 

be bought or measured with 

money, and that is sincerity 

and integrity. . . Douglas  

Adams 

 Sincerely,  

Sheila  

Presidentôs Message 

Federal Policy Change Impacts Senior Care Facilities  

Seasons Greetings. Wow! How 

can that be possible? It seems 

like we just mailed TRIM and 

when that settled down we 

started with VAB. Okay, it is 

our reality that things never 

really ñsettled down,ò and while 

I do not believe I have unrealis-

tic expectations ð VAB is just 

not what it used to be. Actually 

nothing is like it used to be!  

Every year the Legislature 

comes up with something that 

promises to make our jobs 

more difficult, causing us to 

work harder not smarter. All of 

which was said to be passed 

with the well being of the 

ñtaxpayerò in mind. This year 

looks to be no different. 

On a happier note I hope every-

one is aware of our first ever 

ñEducation Weekò. Our chapter 

has always been about educa-

tion, so the first week in  

December we will be hosting 

two IAAO courses (101 &102) 

as well as a full week SPSS  

ñhands onò class. The Board is 

also happy to announce the 

return of the TPP two day sem-

inar. I f this week is successful 

the board may decide to make 

it an annual event. 

has had little effect on value 
while the reduced Medicare 
reimbursements probably 
will.    
 
I will be discussing the im-
pact on value from these 
government policies as well 
as other issues that affect the 
value of senior care facilities 
during a presentation at the 
Annual FCIAAO conference 
at the Lake Mary Marriott in 
April 2012.    
 
Hope to see you there!  

 
Tim Wilmath 

Hillsborough County  

Did you know that Florida 

Statute 408.0435 places a 
moratorium on new nursing 
homes in the State of  
Florida?   
 
In addition, the  Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) reduced  
Medicare reimbursements to 
skilled nursing facility opera-
tors by 11.1% for fiscal year 
2012.   
 
Medicare is a federal entitle-
ment program that provides 
medical insurance coverage  
to U.S. Citizens that are 65 
years of age or older.   

In Florida, Medicare patients 
occupy 20.4% of available 
nursing homes beds. 
 
How does the moratorium 
on new facilities and the 
reduced Medicare reim-
bursement affect the market 
value of Florida nursing 
homes?  

You might be surprised to 
find out that the moratorium 
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April Conference Celebrates A Quarter 
Century With An Outstanding Program  

The Honorable David 

Nolteðthe Indian River 

County P.A. will share how 

he and a handful of others 

began our Florida Chapter.  

The FCIAAO Executive 

Board is appreciative and we 

intend to show our apprecia-

tion to our members for 

their participation. We are 

going all out to present an 

outstanding group of   

speakers, materials, gifts 

and  prizes.  

Youôll not find this kind of 

experience anywhere.      

Except, of course, at the      

Orlando Marriott, in Lake 

Mary for the FCIAAO 25th 

annual conference in April, 

2012.  

See you there!   

Where else could one go and 

enjoy a stay in a beautiful 

hotel with friends while 

learning about Sinkholes, 

Senior Care properties and 

the Florida Retirement Sys-

tem in the same afternoon? 

Nowhere . . . Except for the 

FCIAAO April annual con-

ference.  Naturally!  

This is important stuff. We 

will all someday retire and 

we may just find ourselves in 

a senior care facility that 

collapses into a sink hole.  

Unlike the rest of the world, 

weôll be prepared. 

But there is more. Thereôll 

be ñpillow talkò  - talk of 

property taxes, separate 

family units and disaster 

discussions. The pillow talk 

got your attention, didnôt it?  

Weôll learn what the courts 

are saying and get fine tuned 

on recent legislation.  

Would you enjoy a hot nutri-

tious breakfast with friends?  

Weôve got you covered . . . 

providing that youôre able to 

drag yourself out of bed  

early enough Friday morn-

ing for the networking 

breakfast. Watching night -

owls who walk into the room 

not able to remember why 

they are there is particularly 

entertaining.  

  

As a digestive aid, we will 

bandy about customer ser-

vice concepts just before we 

hear the official legislative 

update.  To be sure, this 

conference is going to be a 

celebration for us. Itôs our 

25th birthday.   

A tribute to one loved and lost to death!  
our new investigator ñis so big his 

shadow would kill a dawg.ò  

I wish Iôd been a more attentive 

friend Tom and in the belief that you 

can hear me I want you to know that 

I am going to miss you. We all will. 

In our last phone conversation you 

told me to live every day . I promise  

to do so.   

My friends, 

Tom lived a 

wholesome 

and balanced 

life yet illness 

found him. 

Letôs honor 

his request by 

living everyday to its fullest.  

Leroy Kelly 

When we lose a friend we find our-

selves wanting to say over and over 

ð ñPlease give me just one more 

moment of precious time. I want you 

to know how much I appreciated 

your friendship. I somehow want to 

communicate to you how you en-

riched my life and explain how im-

portant it is to me that you occupy a  

space in my consciousness. Good 

memories of  you.ò   

Not being able to say goodbye hurts 

deeply. Unfortunately, death shows 

no respect for our feelings. In the 

hope that remembering can help 

ameliorate our sense of loss I would 

like to remember Tom with those of 

you who knew him and introduce 

him to those of you who did not have 

the pleasure of knowing him.  Tom 

loved his wife, Carolyn, with every 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

thing that was in him. He was a 

proud father and grandfather. He 

retired from the Indiana State Police 

in 1992 after 22 years of service. He 

worked as an Investigator for the 

Pinellas County Property Appraiserôs 

Office for 18 years.  

Tom was a big strong man. When 

Jim Smith hired him he told us that 
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Tom Acton 

September 28, 1942 - 

October 12, 2011 

First Sergeant Richard ñTomò 

Acton. Retired from Indiana 

State Police in 1992.  

 

Thereôll be 

ñpillow talkò ð 

talk of property 

taxes, separate 

family units and 

disaster 

discussions.  

  



Runaway Ram  

Historical Double 
Talk  

Tree Growlers  

The truck went into and out of a 

ditch in front of a house.  I caught 

the truck in the front yard, jumped 

in and put it in park . . . for the 

second time. I looked around and 

realized that the gods had smiled 

down on me that day because no 

one saw the rodeo.  

I backed the truck out of the front 

yard as carefully as I could. My 

youth and agility was the key that 

day;  if this had happened today 

the truck probably would have run 

over me when I opened the door 

at a full gallop.  

 

Mark Godwin, CFE  

Indian River County  

I was driving a four wheel drive 

Dodge Ram that was jacked up 

with big tires; much needed dur-

ing the period of time before our 

county had become developed to 

the extent that it is now.  

I set out to measure houses in the 

middle of the hot summer. Armed 

with property record cards, I in-

tended to measure four houses in 

a row. I put the truck in park and 

left the air running.  

As I came around the corner of the 

second house I saw my truck slow-

ly rolling down the street. My first 

thought was that some of the guys 

were harassing me. They often 

pulled practical jokes and I was 

determined not to over react by 

chasing the truck. This would have 

given them fodder for harassment 

back at the office.  

As I watched the truck rolling 

down the street it slowly scaled a 

hill. At that moment that I was able 

to see through the back window 

and THERE WAS NO ONE DRIV-

ING!  

Panic set in as I dropped my pa-

perwork and began chasing the 

truck. Faster and leaner at this 

time in my life, I caught the truck 

and opened the door. It knocked 

me down and left me with a rasp-

berry on my shoulder blade from 

the pavement.  My adrenalin gave 

me the ability to jump back up 

quickly and continue the chase.  

property. She smiled at me, wel-
comingly and said, ñno youôre not 
crazy, they have been climbing the 
trees since they were pups.ò  I 
asked if I could take a picture 
because I thought no one would 
believe me. She said, ñof course!ò 
To this day I look all around the 
car and even in the trees! Look 
closely the bottom photo. Just 
below the branch you can see the 
power line with moss hanging 
over it.  

Charlotte Thomas, CFE 

Polk County  

I have a funny appraiserôs story. 
This was published in our local in-
house newsletter at the time, and 
it is an experience I will NEVER 
forget.  I went to this property to 
appraise the parcel at the request 
of the owner. I arrived in the 
county car and pulled up to the 
driveway which was gated and had 
ñbeware of dogsò signs posted on 
the fencing along the front of the 
property.  When I arrived I got out 
of the county car slowly and 
looked around. This is my 
ñappraiser in meò practice to be 
cautious. There were no dogs to be 

found yet when I took about ten 
steps from the car I heard growl-
ing. I looked around for the dog 
but there were no dogs in sight. I 
took another step and heard more 
growling. I began taking steps 
backward toward the car while 
looking for these invisible dogs . 
The owner came out of the house 
smiling from ear to ear. She saw 
that I had realized the growling 
was not coming from the ground 
but, rather, from the trees! Her 
two Irish Setters were in the trees 
above the power lines and were 
letting her know that I was on the 

appearance of our right eye 

being caused by our going into 

the hatchway of the press in 

our anxiety to start it, and 

pulling the coupling pin after 

the slap-ban was broken, 

which caused the dingus to rise 

up and welt us in the optic. We 

expect a brand-new glider 

fluke on this afternoonôs train.ò  

ñOur paper is two days late this 

week,ò writes a Nebraska edi-

tor, ñowing to an accident to 

our press. When we started to 

run the press Wednesday 

night, as usual, one of the guy 

ropes gave away, allowing the 

forward glider fluke to fall and 

break as it struck the flunker 

flopper. This, of course, as any 

one who knows anything about 

a press will readily understand, 

left the gang-plank with only 

the flip flap to support it, 

which also loosened the fluking 

from between the ranrod and 

the flipper -snatcher, which 

also caused the trouble. The 

report that the delay was 

caused by the over-indulgence 

in stimulants by ourselves, is a 

tissue of falsehoods, the peeled 
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At that moment I 

was able to see 

through the back 

window and 

THERE WAS NO 

ONE DRIVING!  

Courtesy of Crown Publishers, Inc. from Treasury of American Folk Humor b y James M. 

Tidwell from American Wit and Humor, Geo. W. Jacobs & Co., Philadelphia, 1900. 

Doublespeak, or Double 

Talk, is language which 

pretends to communicate 

but doesnôt. It is language 

which makes the bad seem 

good, the negative seem 

positive, the unpleasant 

seem attractive, or at least 

tolerable.  


